
SPECIAL  ACHIEVEMENT

Donnelly inherited the racing bug from his father, 
racing writer and Chicago racing steward, Russ 
Harris, who’d take him to the Hialeah backstretch 
as a young child. As a teenager, the allure of getting 
paid to pick winners prompted Donnelly to take up 
professional handicapping. Following in his dad’s 
footsteps as a writer at the Miami Beach Sun, he was 
encouraged to change his last name so there’d be no 

show of favoritism when he was hired. He and his father, now 88 years old, own 
horses together under the name Silver Lake Stable. Their first homebred, Ann’s Smart 
Dancer, is a multiple PA-bred stakes winner. One of his sons, Jeffrey, is a trainer at 
Penn National. Donnelly currently calls charts for Equibase.
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British gaming entrepreneurs Bob Green and William 
Hogwood purchased Philadelphia Park from ITB in 
1990, forming Greenwood Racing, Inc. As Chairman of 
Greenwood, Green soon added full card simulcasting 
and six off-track Turf Clubs, and eventually joined Penn 
National Gaming which purchased Freehold Raceway 
and leased Garden State Park.
Green is also credited with creating telephone and 

internet wagering applications. Through his efforts in the last 10 years helping to 
create legislation for expanded wagering, Act 71 made way for slot machines and 
table games at the state’s racetracks. Under the “parx” banner,  he was instrumental in 
building the largest gaming and racing operation in Pennsylvania.
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Keith Jones has been manning the announcer’s booth 
since 1987 and has seen the track through all of its’ 
changes as Keystone, Philadelphia Park and Parx 
Racing. As track announcer and host of the PTHA’s Let’s 
Go Racing, he is both the face and voice of the track.
Jones loves the competition aspect of Thoroughbred 
racing, and as a child, watched all of the Triple Crown 
races with his father. It was a winning trifecta ticket at 

Brandywine Harness track after college graduation, however, that propelled him into 
his first job in the industry at Garden State Park in the publicity department. He lives in 
Newtown, PA and is the father of Colin, 21 and Jamie, 26.
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